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Comedy-Sportz

Comedy Sportz is a national pro-
gram that encourages individuality 
and helps students enhance their 
improvisation and communication 
skills. Bradley Gosnell introduced 
the idea to Oaks Christian and the 
team is currently in its third sea-
son at Oaks Christian. Since then, 
the club has grown into a group of 
about eighteen students that work 
with Mr. Gosnell. The team works 
together and performs matches 
that showcases their witty impro-
visational skills and entertains the 
audience with comedy. Along with 
practices after school the Comedy 
Sportz team competes at least once 
a month to put their skills to the 
test. So now you may ask what is 
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Peace, Be Still

In the midst of changing times, we 
can rest in knowing that we wor-
ship an unchanging God. Hebrews 
13:8 states that “ Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and 
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Comedy Sportz? He explains Com-
edy Sportz as “comedy played as 
a sport” where “two teams perform 
scenes based on audience sugges-
tions to get laughs and score points. 
A single match includes scenes 
games, head to head games, timed 
challenges, and displays of all out 
wittiness.” Each student plays a role 
in the group, some of these roles 
include players, team captains, and 
team managers. Team captains are 
chosen to decide which games will 
be played during the competition. 
Team managers notify the team 
about upcoming practices, match-
es, and changes to the schedule. 
Sophomore Aden Kosoi is one of 

forever”––no matter what circum-
stance you, your family, or even the 
world may be facing, one thing is al-
ways certain: God’s love is everlast-
ing and He cares for you. He is our 
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the team managers and play-
ers on the 2020 Comedy Sportz 
team. We asked Aden about his 
background in improv and the-
ater before Comedy Sportz and 
he said, “[I have] been doing 
theatre since fourth grade and 
improv for four years.” This will 
be his “second year in Come-
dySportz.” Even though some 
members have experience, the 
team welcomes anyone willing to 
learn and have fun. Right now the 
team continues their matches and 
practices, even online. We asked 
Bradley Huffman what he thought 
about the online process, and he 
replied, “It’s definitely a lot harder 
because you lose the physical fac-
tors of improv, and it’s a lot harder 
to read scene partners when it’s on 
zoom.” Lots of the other members 
interviewed agreed that although 
Comedy Sportz has been tough to 
do online, it still keeps them look-
ing forward to a fun timefilled with 
laughs. Games have been adjust-
ed so they can be played on zoom. 
Some of which include four square, 

a multi scene game, curfew, a 
guessing game that challenges the 
minds and creativity of the players, 
and 185, a game that allows players 
to come up with funny puns.Aman-
da Parks says one of her favorite 
games is “expert challenge” where 
the players “pretend tobe experts at 
random topics” and Amanda “thinks 
it is one of the funniest games if it 
is played intelligently.” The online 
circumstances forced the Come-
dy Sportz team to get creative and 
adapt to practices over zoom. The 
team still shares many laughs with 
one another, Allie Chobanian adds 
that the best part about being on the 
team is “being surrounded by loving 
people and escaping reality to just 

Comedy-Sportz
Continued From Page 1

have fun” which is very im-
portant for everyone during 
these times. The Comedy 
Sportz members continues 
to have matches for the 
community to watch over 
zoom with a “pay what you 
can” ticket system. There is 
a unanimous spirit, a feel-
ing of security, trustworthi-
ness, encouragement, and 

fun amongst the Comedy Sportz 
players. While growing their improv, 
comedy, and performance skills, 
the members also build friendships 
and confidence. Whether they are 
pretending to be geniuses, guess-
ing where they have been without 
their parent’s permission, or argu-
ing over which comes first, the milk 
or the cereal, Comedy Sportz cre-
ates a team building environment-
where students can express their 
creativity and love for the arts.

Writers - Isabel Dewey (10), Kend-
all Smith (10)
Editor - Naomi Webb (10)

refuge in times of trouble, and we 
can find true rest in Him even while 
verything may seem hectic. God 
is steady and constant; He does 
not change depending on circum-
stances, so we can find comfort in 
knowing and abiding in Him. Psalm 
46:10 reveals God’s command for 
us to “be still, and know that [He is] 
God.” Despite the restless and un-
predictable situations we may face, 
God promises us peace and rest in 
all circumstances if we simply take 
the time to be in His presence. The 
verse points us to the understand-
ing of who God is, the “I am,” un-
changing, constant, loving Father 
who provides refuge in times of 
trouble. We need to remember who 
God is. He is the everlasting, om-

nipotent, good, and loving God––
nothing can overtake Him, nothing 
surprises Him. When we focus on 
Him we can find true peace. This 
does not mean that we should be 
ignorant and uninformed about 
events that happen in this world, 
but rather that we should have the 
wisdom to realize where our focus 
should be. What do we allow to in-
fluence us and have power over our 
thoughts, opinions, actions––this 
world or our God? When we take 
time to truly be still in God’s pres-
ence and remember who He is,we 
can find real peace in the midst of 
seemingly tumultuous times.

Writer: Eden Tan (11)
Editor: Makena Ryan (12)
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Hope From the Ashes

2020 has been a hectic year for 
all of us, but for Mr. Gillis-Smith, 
it’s been especially harsh. He had 
just recently built a cabin up near 
the Sequoia National Forest and 
during the fires this year such as 
the Creek Fire, hundreds of homes 
were wiped out, his cabin included. 
But, Mr. Gillis-Smith decided to take 
action and formulated an idea that 
utilizes shipping containers to make 
small, affordable homes. This idea 
would evolve to become a proj-
ect that he gave to his Mechanical 
Engineering classes to challenge 
themselves. The plan is to use two 
to three standard 8x20ft shipping 
containers to build a home. Stu-
dents must consider a myriad of 
factors while designing and building 
said home: structure, thermal, flu-
ids, electricity, purchase, research, 

Exciting Events in 
Engineering!

Here are some fun facts about the 
advancements in the OCS Engi-
neering department and IDEA Lab! 
The Oaks Christian IDEA Lab has 
been the home to about two hun-
dred fifty to three hundred engi-
neering students in recent years. 
OCS has just finished the phase 
two of the IDEA lab building. There 
has been an addition of a mezza-
nine area and two additional class-
rooms for the physics and electrical 
engineering classes. These new 
spaces include a wheelchair lift to 
make the second level fully acces-
sible. Oaks Christian is now looking 
to pursue phase three of the IDEA 
lab, which includes continuing the 
mezzanine across the IDEA lab, 
turning the two classroom spaces 
into four classrooms. The engineer-
ing programs have been expanded 
to include second year classes in 
Mechanical and Aerospace Engi-
neering.

These classes are tackling proj-
ects that are “out of this world” in 
designing habitats and rovers for 
exploration of the moon and Mars. 
They are also planning on building 
a fully functional living space for two 
people using an 8x20 foot shipping 
container. The teams have just re-
cently finished the Preliminary De-
sign reviews and they are moving 
forward to develop the details to 
purchase the materials and build 
the prototype. Next semester the 

and budget. From the ground up, 
the students must figure out where 
to access a power source, how to 
insulate the containers to retain 
heat, and how to maximize the 
space for comfort and utility. Mr. Gil-
lis-Smith and his teams of students 
have already drawn up a 3D plan, 
and construction will begin as soon 
as we get back to school. They plan 
to build these homes in L.A. and 
ship them up to Northern Califor-
nia. Mr. Gillis-Smith also has many 
other projects in mind this year for 
his Mechanical Engineering class-
es, from airplanes to electric cars. 
Overall, the future for our Mechan-
ical Engineering class is filled with 
exciting new projects and ideas! 

Writer - Shen-ye Kong (11)
Editor - Ethan Bergman (10)
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It’s easy to feel impatient right now, with the rest of the world flying by while 
we sit at our desks in a chain of zoom sessions. Time and time again, I’m 
sure we’ve all asked ourselves, “Why am I learning to parse this sentence? 
How does this one historical battle relate to the real world? What does that 
ideology have to do with me?”  

Club presidents of OC’s Humanities Club, Jade and Malia Haakonsen, love 
psychology and history, and they created the club to create a community 
of thinkers that can discuss and exchange perspectives on current issues. 
As Jade said, the club “appeals to those who want vreal-life applications to 
the things we learn about. We go in-depth about the psychology of relevant 
events and philosophical concepts in pop culture.” 

If diving deep into current events and important ideas isn’t intriguing enough, 
consider the connections and opportunities you’ll gain access to. The club 
presidents have a connection to the L.A. Times’ Blog: High School Insider, a 
newspaper where high school students can write news articles about almost 
anything from movie reviews to school articles. Furthermore, the Humanities 
Club is seeking to get involved in writing programs and competitions. 

For example, the Scholastic 
Arts and Writing Awards, which gives 
students a platform for their work and the 
possibility of earning scholarships.

The Humanities club has something for 
almost everyone! They meet on zoom 
once a month on Mondays from 3:20 
to 4:00 pm. Some future topics may 
include creative writing, faculty guest 
sWpeakers, and cause and effect of 
major historical events. 

For more information and questions you 
may have, contact Club Co-President 
Jade Haakonsen at jhaakonsen@
student.oakschristian.org 

Club Shoutout! 

Writer: Sofia Mena
Editor: Grace Silvey



Athlete’s Adaptation 
and Commitment

With our new world of restrictions 
and social distancing, athletes have 
had to adapt and overcome chal-
lenges presented to them during 
training and competing. Those who 
stay determined and work hard not 
only display the impressive quality 
of persistence, but also will shine 
when things eventually return to 
normal. During this time, Oaks 
Christian athletes have displayed 
their strong dedication and contin-
ue to work hard to succeed at their 
sport. Thanks to many new proto-
cols the school has set in place to 
ensure the safety of both coaches 
and athletes, lions have been able 
to attend practices on campus fol-
lowing health guidelines. As The 
Roaring Lion newspaper writer 
Morgan Chobanian mentioned in 
our last issue, athletes have to go 
through temperature checks and a 
new drop-off system before practice 
if on campus. Additionally, athletes 
have to wear masks during prac-

engineering department is looking 
to build a functional, street-legal 
electric vehicle.

In the recent virtual IDEA Lab tour, 
Mr. Gillis-Smith gives an idea of 
some of the amazing technological 
opportunities students can use in 
the engineering courses. Students 
can start with the CAD system to 
create 2D and 3D models of ideas 
using 3D printers and 2D laser cut-
ters and engravers. The model files 
from the CAD computers can be 
sent to an advanced CNC mill to 
make the models out of aluminum 
and stainless steel. This advanced 
technology is the same type of 
equipment used in aerospace to 
build things suitable for missions on 

Mars and for the moon. The IDEA 
Lab also includes a Robotics arena 
and a woodshop, which contains 
CNC router machines to turn CAD 
models into wood. An esteemed 
accomplishment from the engineer-
ing department was when their first 
year team made a solar powered 
boat that won the Solar Cup com-
petition.

Mr. Gillis-Smith, who is running 
these programs says, “My goal is to 
help our engineering students ex-
perience real life engineering pro-
grams and challenges, get the
experience of building things them-
selves, and discover their own ca-
pabilities as creative engineers to 
help other people. We will attempt to 

do things that seem impossible and 
fail sometimes, but we will also suc-
ceed sometimes and learn about 
ourselves in the process.” These 
classes are doing just that, with tak-
ing on hard challenges and pushing 
themselves to live to glorify God to 
the best of their engineering abil-
ities. With the amazing IDEA Lab 
space, students are able to make 
advances in their knowledge while 
using the best equipment, staff, and
opportunities around.

Writer - Haven Tan (9)
Editor - Naomi Webb (10)

Engineering
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 Teacher Spotlight
Today I interviewed math teach-
er Mrs. Pellettiere on her hob-
bies outside of teaching. This in-
terview was held to get an inside 
look at teacher’s lives outside 
of school. Teachers are good at 
teaching, and they do enjoy it, 
but that doesn’t mean that they 
can’t have a little fun outside of 
school! Mrs. Pellettiere finds in-
terest in many things outside of 
school such as cooking, shop-
ping, or fun activities like going 
to the beach. Most of all she en-
joys traveling and especiallu by plane because the quiet plane rides 
give her time for reading or sleeping. Her favorite places to travel 
are Germany and Europe. She enjoys tours, sightseeing, and eating 
out, really just experiencing everything there is to experience. She 
loves to learn new things and thinks that once COVID-19 is over, a 
sound trip to Germany will be in order. 

Writer: Tyler Kacherian (10)  
Editor: Grace Silvey (10)  



tice when social distance cannot be 
maintained and when they are not 
exercising. 

One challenge that athletes and 
coaches have faced is the CIF 
2020-21 schedule, which was re-
leased in July and divides sports 
into fall and spring seasons. The 
fall season, which will begin in 
December, includes sports like 
football, volleyball and cheer. The 
spring season, including sports 
like lacrosse, swimming and tennis 
will begin in late March and ear-
ly April. Each season has a stan-
dardized length of about 72 days. 
However, each sport will have the 
same amount of Southern Section 
champions, divisions and guaran-
teed entrees into the playoffs as it 
had in previous years. Because of 
these changes to schedule, coach-
es have had to adjust their training 
schedule so that athletes are well 
prepared for upcoming games. 
Other issues that have been creat-
ed include how teams practice to-
gether when they can. Sophomore 
Amanda Parks, who plays on Oak's 
varsity soccer team, explains how 
social distancing is one of the hard-
est challenges, especially because 
soccer is a contact sport. " It is diffi-
cult to be in the right training mind-
set to release the ball quickly when 
no one is allowed to come right up 
to you and take it". Jack Randel, a 
sophomore at Oaks and a member 
of the varsity water polo team, also 
feels that separation during practice 
is difficult because, "it is hard to run 
a play not knowing how the defense 
would react". 

But despite all of these challenges, 
athletes and coaches have found 
ways to overcome the circumstanc-
es. In order to stay outdoors, cross 
country athletes have been weight 
training on the track. Meanwhile, 
volleyball players have been prac-

Adaptation and Commitment
Continued from page 4

ticing drills on the baseball field, ac-
cording to sophomore Jada Ross, 
who plays on the varsity indoor vol-
leyball team. She explains how she 
is hopeful that as things go back to 
normal, her team will "be able to at 
least attend a few tournaments" to 
make up for the many tournaments 
they missed last year. Athletic 
trainer and track and cross coun-
try coach Wes Smith believes that 
athletes who persevere through 
the situation will be prepared when 
the opportunity to succeed comes. 
"You hear those stories of people 
that have traumatic injuries... and 
then they come back and they have 

State of Cheer

Socrates once said that “the secret 
of change is to focus all of your en-
ergy not on fighting the old, but on 
building the new.”   

Last Spring, everything changed on 
a global scale when the world was 
introduced to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Schools all over the world 
were determined to find solutions 
for this new virtual atmosphere and 
socially distanced climate. Oaks 
Christian led the way by assess-
ing, adapting, and overcoming the 
new challenges of the time by im-
plementing the finest contemporary 
technology and up-to-date ideas.  

Many students, however, were wor-
ried about what this transformative 
shift in our society would do about 

that big moment, I think everybody 
has that opportunity right now... and 
[those who work hard] are going to 
get that moment." Since the begin-
ning of Covid, many of our athletes 
have been training with their goals 
close to their hearts, while also con-
tinuing to contact college recruiters 
and attend zoom meetings, staying 
on top of the game and searching 
for their dream collegiate team. As 
for high school athletics, many can’t 
wait to watch Oak’s athletes thrive 
once games resume next semester. 
So until then, keep pushing forward 
lions!

Writer: Sarah Colebrooke (10)
Editor: Sofia Livia (11)

not only academics, but the athlet-
ics department. The Oaks Chris-
tian faculty and staff, nevertheless, 
put the students fears at ease and 
worked extremely hard to make it 
possible for many different sports to 
return to practices on campus. The 
Oaks Christian Cheer Team is one 
such group getting this privilege 
The cheer team meets every week 
for practice, which  always starts off 
with a safety check-up. This quick 
process consists of a tempera-
ture check in the athletic hallways, 
a quick health survey and then 
the girls pick up their wristbands.  
Then, all the girls meet for social-
ly distanced fun practices to learn 
new cheers!  
Continues on Page 2



The Oaks Christian Cheer Team 
has two main goals they wish to 
share with you this year. First off, 
the cheer team wants to build a 
strong supportive cheer family! 
After speaking with head cheer 
coach, Elizabeth Edmondson, she 
explained how the cheer team is 
functioning from her perspective 
within this goal. “This is a different 
year for everyone, including the 
Oaks Christian Cheer Team. De-
spite everything going on, we are 
really trying to continue working 
towards goals, becoming a family, 
and building each other up. We are 
excited and hopeful for what God 
has in store for our program this 
year, and we are working hard each 
day at practice! Practices right now 

Cheer
Continued from page 3

are shorter, in smaller groups, and 
following all guidelines in place, but 
we are going to continue to move 
forward with gratitude because it’s 
a blessing to be able to meet on 
campus during this time!”   

Secondly, our cheer team is deter-
mined to spread positivity as much 
as possible through social media 
and more fun surprises to come. 
The team has been working to in-
crease their virtual presence by 
appointing a social media ambas-
sador and creating digital content 
to connect with the student body  
through their social media account 
@ocs_spiritandstunt. This new ini-
tiative will feature uplifting posts 
and ideas. The cheer team is in 

Blasting Off 

COVID may have stopped this 
world, but the exploration of other 
planets must continue. Companies 
like NASA, SpaceX, and JPL are 
still launching rockets and rovers 
like Perseverance and Falcon 9, 
and the Aerospace Engineering 1 
class, taught by Mr. Velasquez, has 
not stopped either. Mr. Velasquez 
is a current aeronautical engineer, 
working as a system performance 
analyst. This allows him the oppor-
tunity to work on rocket engines, 
make power generators, and even 
launch rovers to Mars. Instead of 
halting his work, he is learning to 
adapt. The same applies to the 
Aerospace 1 class. Mr. Velasquez 
translates his extensive career into 
the classroom and his teachings.  

The rocketry class is building a 
couple of different rockets. The first 
is a more structured design with 
set parts and engines. Due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions, students 
are not able to build their rockets in 
class. Instead, they are sent home 

pieces to build on their own. After 
building the rockets, the students 
went to Moorpark to launch them. 
The first rocket was a very basic ex-
ample of how rockets work and how 
each component translates into 
flight time. The class then stepped 
up into more advanced and de-
signed rockets. Taking the basic un-
derstanding of rockets from the first 
engine, they designed and cut their 
own materials. They use industry 
software to design and optimize 
their pieces. 

fact planning to do a Cheer Perfor-
mance on Instagram live for a few 
teachers right before Thanksgiving. 
Watch out for this live and other fun 
posts in the future!  

The Cheer Team and all the other 
amazing Oaks sports and academ-
ics recognize that this is a confusing 
and challenging time, but as Socra-
tes would say, it is through the hard 
work of the Oaks Christian faculty, 
staff, and students, that we are per-
severing and building the new. 

Writer - Bella Astin (10)
Editor - Sofia Livia (11)

After the students have designed 
their rocket pieces, they will then 
present their digital models to the 
class. They plan to give a “Person-
al Design Review,” including cost, 
materials, pros, and cons. Students 
will take suggestions and feedback 
on their presentation to improve 
on their design. This mimics how 
parts are made in engineering com-
panies with decisions never solely 
being made by one person. Hands-
on learning and experimenting with 
software is helping students con-
nect what they learn in the class-
room to their rockets. Aerospace 
engineering is a combination of 
Chemistry, math, physics, and en-
trepreneurship. Allowing students 
the freedom to try and fail with their 
own rocket designs teaches the 
importance of each of these parts. 
The Aerospace class has a long 
road ahead of them as they begin to 
design and optimize parts, but this 
is just one way that the engineering 
program rivals real industries. 

Writer: Ethan Bergman (10)
Editor: Finley Shinnick (10)



Academy V Returns to 
Campus

Whether it’s the tiring classes, the 
homework load, or the lack of social 
connection, many of us are tired of 
remote learning by now and are 
yearning to get back onto campus. 
However, while we may have to 
wait a bit longer to go back to meet-
ing in person, the middle school has 
been given the opportunity to safe-
ly bring Academy V students back 
to campus, taught by Laurie Nave 
(Science/Team Lead), Chrissandra 
Creer (Math), Holly Reynolds (His-
tory), Jenna Sergott (English).

To find out more about this, I met 
with the middle school principal Mr. 
Freeman. First, I asked him about 
how Academy V has been given the 
opportunity to come back to cam-
pus. He told me that a clause in the 
LA County guidelines allowed stu-
dents with high social and emotional 
needs to return to campus. “We felt 
that because our fifth graders are 
our newest students to Oaks, and 
that many of them were struggling 
with a remote environment, that we 
were able to bring them back.” He 
also wants to be clear that Oaks is 
not making these in-person classes 
mandatory both to abide with LA 
County guidelines and because, as 
he explained, Oaks would “never 
want to mandate someone having 
to come to school if they weren’t 
comfortable from a health stand-
point.” However, they do ask fami-

lies that want to come onto campus 
to commit to coming to campus 
each week for consistency’s sake.
Additionally, is not a full return to 
normal. Restrictions have been put 
in place to ensure the safety of the 
students.

For example, a four week rotation 
system with groups of seventeen 
needed to be implemented. Mr. 
Freeman reported that in this sys-
tem, “students are there for three of 
the weeks, and then on their fourth 
week, they’re actually remote.” For 
each week, twelve students will be 
on campus learning while five will 
be remotely learning via meeting 
owl cameras, which have been im-
plemented into both middle school 
and high school classrooms. The 
students arriving on campus go 
through a very similar process to 
the high school’s wellness Wednes-
day. Parents must complete a well-
ness check beforehand, and upon 
arrival the students follow a desig-
nated path, which leads them to the 
temperature check. Throughout the 
school day, the students need to 
keep their masks on and maintain 
social distancing.

When I asked him how well he thinks 
the in-person classes have been 
going, he told me that “they’re ob-
viously better for our younger kids, 
they perk up energy wise.” Through-
out this time of remote learning, the 
middle school has sent out surveys 
to students asking them about their 

experience, and the most common 
responses were about loneliness. 
Mr. Freeman feels that being on 
campus has greatly helped the fifth 
graders in this aspect, even with the 
safety measures in place. “School 
is meant to be a social experience...
Even though they stay away from 
each other, you still get to see each 
other, and you get to have opportu-
nities with each other to just work 
on friendships, enjoy laughs, and 
even though it’s only with a group 
of twelve people, that’s better than 
being at home by yourself,” he said.

Even with restrictions and safe-
ty measures put in place, having 
school in-person seems to be much 
better for the fifth graders on a so-
cial and emotional level. As for the 
rest of the school, we’re still wait-
ing for when we can safely return to 
campus. Until then, however, I en-
courage you to connect with friends, 
to try to make remote school more 
of a social experience, and to look 
forward to seeing each other in-per-
son and on campus in the hopefully 
near future.

Writer: John Chung (10)
Editor: Makena Ryan (12)
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